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The  Attendance  at  the  Second  Annual  Short  Course 


IOWA’S  SHORT  COURSES 
FOR  PAINTERS 


Our  experience  with  short  courses  for  painters  has  led  us  to 
believe  that  there  should  be  more  of  them  and  more  conveniently 
located  for  the  painting  craft  of  the  state.  Accordingly,  this 
year,  through  the  cooperation  of  the  master  painters  in  the  cities 
listed,  six  painters’  short  courses  are  to  be  offered.  The  short 
course  has  met  a decided  need  for  men  who  are  working  in  the 
painting  trade.  No  student  who  has  been  in  attendance  at  one 
of  the  painters’  courses  in  the  past  has  failed  to  get  instruction 
which  was  directly  worth  money  to  him  in  his  trade.  These 
courses  are  not  offered  for  the  beginner  or  the  apprentices  in  the 
trade,  although  a great  deal  of  information  can  be  secured  by  the 
beginner  in  the  ten  days  course.  They  are  given  primarily  for 
men  in  the  trade  who  have  never  had  any  formal  instruction,  but 
have  accumulated  what  they  know  of  the  trade  by  the  laborious 
and  costly  process  of  experience. 

All  six  short  courses  will  be  exactly  alike.  They  start  on  Tues- 
day morning  and  last  until  a week  from  the  following  Friday 
night.  The  first  week  will  be  given  over  to  graining  oak  and  ma- 
hogany, and  general  instruction  in  wood  finishing.  The  second 
week  will  be  devoted  entirely  to  the  wall  work,  mixing  of  color, 
lining,  stenciling,  blending,  and  mottling. 

The  date,  location,  and  man  in  charge  of  local  arrangements 
for  each  course  are  as  follows  ; Note  that  the  courses  overlap. 
This  is  due  to  the  division  of  subject  matter,  all  the  graining 
being  given  in  the  first  week  and  the  wall  work  the  second  week. 

Jan.  9- Jan.  19 — Des  Moines. 

T.  I.  Stoner,  810  Walnut  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Tyne  M.  Buck,  615  W.  Grand  Ave.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Jan.  16- Jan.  26 — Dubuque. 

Paul  T.  Pressley,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Jan.  23-Feb.  2 — Davenport. 

Ed  Jehring,  1417  West  Third  St.,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Jan.  30-Feb.  9 — Council  Bluffs. 

William  Wilbur,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Feb.  6-Feb.  16 — Fort  Dodge. 

P.  C.  Collins,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa. 

Feb.  13-Feb.  23 — Ames. 

Engineering  Extension  Department. 
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The  Fine  Points  of  Mahogany  Graining 

THE  SUBJECTS 

The  work  in  graining  will  be  confined  to  destem- 
Graining  per  processes  and  to  two  woods,  oak  and  ma- 

hogany. These  are  most  commonly  used.  Com- 
plete instructions  will  be  given  in  the  mixing  and  application  of 
graining  ground,  what  tools  to  use  and  how  to  use  them,  the  mix- 
ing and  application  of  graining  colors,  stippling,  working  the 
growth,  overgraining  and  finishing.  Some  instruction  may  be 
given  in  yellow  pine  and,  lectures  and  demonstrations  given  in 
staining  and  wood  finishing.  The  student  will  be  expected  to 
put  in  the  time  from  eight  to  twelve  and  from  one  to  five  prac- 
ticing graining  on  the  doors  provided. 

For  the  last  two  years  at  the  short  course  a great 
Wall  Work  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  to  elaborate 
blending  and  outline  stenciling  filled  in  and 
wiped  out  with  several  colors.  While  some  of  this  work  will  be 
touched  on  during  the  last  two  days  of  the  course,  the  week  will 
be  given  over  mostly  to  simple  types  and  questions,  which  the 
ordinary  painter  has  to  meet  daily.  Much  attention  will  be  given 
to  mixing  of  tints  and  harmony  of  colors,  what  colors  to  use  and 
how  to  do  plain  stenciling  and  lining,  the  use  of  two-color  stencils. 
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A Group  of  Students  at  Work  on  the  Wall  Panels 

plain  glazing  and  stippled  effects.  Students  expecting  the  more 
elaborate  work  will  be  disappointed  as  the  time  must  be  given 
to  the  simpler  work. 

Not  the  Same  Plan  as  Last  Year 

For  the  first  five  days,  Tuesday  to  Saturday,  graining  and 
wood-work  only  will  be  given  and  all  the  time  not  given  to  lec- 
tures will  be  devoted  to  practice  work  in  graining.  For  the  last 
five  days,  Monday  to  Friday,  wall  work  only  will  be  given  and 
all  the  practice  work  will' be  held  in  that  subject.  Heretofore, 
both  subjects  have  been  carried  on  simultaneously. 

EVENING  SESSIONS 

It  is  not  possible  to  cover  all  of  the  questions  and  lines  of  work 
in  the  painting  trade  in  a short  course.  To  get  anywhere  a few 
subjects  must  be  selected  and  emphasized.  The  evening  sessions 
will  be  given  over  to  general  discussion.  These  general  discus- 
sions have  the  last  two  years  proved  to  be  gold  mines  of  informa- 
tion. Four  evening  sessions  will  be  held  each  week.  At  one  of 
them  a paper  on  methods  of  estimating  will  be  presented : at  an- 
other a paper  on  simple  color  harmony.  The  balance  of  the  ses- 
sions will  be  given  over  to  topics  selected  by  the  class. 
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PRIZES 

At  some  of  the  courses  (reports  not  all  in  at  the  time  this  is 
printed)  prizes  are  to  be  awarded  in  each  line  of  work,  for  the 
best  job  of  graining  oak  and  mahogany  and  the  best  job  of  match- 
ing a test  panel  applying  plain  stencil  and  lining.  Details  of 
these  competitions  will  be  announced  at  the  course.  The  jobs 
selected  for  awards  will  be  on  exhibition  at  the  State  Associa- 
tion of  Master  Painters  Convention  at  Ames  in  August,  1917. 

INSTRUCTORS 

The  faces  of  Mr.  John  W.  Luthe  and 
Mr.  A.  Abel  are  familiar  to  Iowa  painters. 
Mr.  Luthe  and  Mr.  Abel  have  consented 
to  help  at  all  six  of  the  short  courses  this 
year. 

Mr.  Luthe ’s  work  in  the  short  courses 
for  the  last  three  years,  when  he  has  given 
instruction  in  graining  and  wood  finish- 
ing, has  demonstrated  that  there  is  very 
little  about  the  trade  that  he  has  not  en- 
countered and  on  Avhich  he  can  not  im- 

Me.  John  W.  Luthe  instnyion  in  a pleasing  way  to  all 

the  students. 

Mr.  Abel  has  impressed  all  of  those  in  at- 
tendance with  his  thorough  craftsmanship. 

He  is  a thoroughly  trained,  enthusiastic,  up- 
to-date  mechanic  and  is  admirably  fitted  to 
give  practical  instruction  of  the  highest  grade 
in  the  subject  of  wall  work. 

A nominal  fee  of  $5.00  is  charged 
Cost  'each  student  for  the  course  to  cover 
'n  JJhe  cost  of  materials  used.  Each  stu-  • 
dent  supplies  his  own  brushes  and  tools. 

Board  and  room  can  be  secured  for  $5.00  to  Mr.  A.  Abel 
$7.00  per  week. 

For  Graining: 

What  to  1 4"  Badger  Hair  Blender 
Bring  1 7"  Kalso  Brush 

1 2%"  Over  Grainer  with  2"  bristles 
1 2"  Blender 
1 No.  2 Presco  Fitch 

1 Common  comb  with  brass  or  hard  rubber  teeth 
spaced  wide  apart 
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For  Wall  Work : 

1 1"  Found  Fresco  Stencil  or  Oval  Varnish  Brush 
1 Wall  Stippler 

1 Duster 

2 or  3 Small  Fitches 

I/2"  and  Flat  Handled  Angular  Fresco  Liner 
Any  special  brushes  which  may  be  required  can  be  purchased 
locally. 

The  department  has  on  hand  a few  new  4"  Badger  Hair  Blend- 
ers, purchased  for  former  courses,  which  will  be  sold  at  cost 
price — $1.60. 

Number  of  The  registration  will  be  limited  to  thirty  students 
Students  for  each  course. 

How  to  The  only  way  to  be  sure  of  your  registration  is  to  call 
Register  on  or  write  to  the  man  in  charge  locally  or  to  the 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGINEERING  EXTENSION 
IOWA  STATE  COLLEGE 
AMES,  IOWA 

for  a registration  blank. 

Visitors  Visitors  will  be  welcome  at  all  of  the  evening  sessions 
and  at  the  class  rooms  when  permission  is  specifically 
secured  from  the  instructor  in  charge.  This  ruling  is  made  to 
eliminate  as  much  of  the  confusion  as  is  possible,  due  to  visitors. 
Salesmen  and  material  men  will  be  welcome  at  all  of  these 
courses.  Permission  to  visit  the  class  rooms  should  be  secured 
from  the  instructor  in  charge. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  PAPER  BY  E.  0.  MADSON,  STANHOPE, 
IOWA,  ON  “WHAT  I LEARNED  AT  THE  PAINT- 
ERS SHORT  COURSE” 

I am  one  of  the  many  paintersi  of  this  state  that  wiork  in  a 
small  town,  and  hardly  see  anyone’s  work  but  my  own,  and 
have  practically  no  opportunity  of  learning  any  of  the  fine  points 
or  new  wrinkles  of  the  trade,  except  what  Idearn  by  reading  the 
trade  magazines  and  from  personal  experience,  which  is  a mighty 
slow  and  sometimes  costly  way  of  learning.  A painter  thus  sit- 
uated is  very  liable  to  get  in  a rut  and  imagine  that  he  knows  it 
all,  or  just  about  all  that  is  worth  knowing  about  the  business. 
To  such  painters  the  short  course  is  a grand  “eye-opener.” 

I had  read  a great  deal  about  Mottling  and  Tiffany  wall  work, 
had  also  tried  it  on  a job  or  two,  hiU  after  I had  seen  it  done  by 
a man  that  knew  how,  and  after  practicing  for  several  days  under 
an  able  teacher,  I felt  like  one  of  the  other  boys  whom  I heard 
make  the  remark,  “The  first  thing  I am  going  to  do  when  I get 
home  is  to  do  some  of  the  Tiffany  work  over  again  that  I did  last 
summer,  and  I am  going  to  do  it  free  of  charge.^’ 
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Ever  since  I commenced  to  paint,  I have  had  a desire  to  learn 
something  abont  graining,  but  never  had  the  opportunity.  I get 
a good  many  remodeled  houses  to  paint  and  decorate ; in  them  I 
usually  find  a variety  of  wood-work,  old,  new,  some  painted, 
some  varnished,  probably  a mixture  of  all  kinds  in  one  room.  In 
a case  like  that,  it  comes  in  very  handy  to  know  how  to  grain. 
It  used  to  worry  me  a little  when  any  of  my  customers  would 
suggest  having  graining  done,  simply  because  I did  not  know 
how  to  do  a decent  job  of  it.  I do  not  claim  to  be  an  expert 
grainer  yet,  but  I have  done  a number  of  jobs,  all  of  which  have 
been  very  satisfactory  to  my  customers  and  profitable  to  myself. 
Thanks  to  the  short  course. 

The  short  course  helped  me  not  only  to  do  better  work  but  to 
take  more  pride  in  my  work.  It  helped  me  to  go  about  my  work 
with  more  confidence.  It  helped  me  to  get  a better  class  of 
work  and  more  of  it,  and  it  helped  me  to  make  bigger  profits. 
Even  though  I should  have  derived  no  other  benefits  from  the 
short  course  but  the  advertising  value  of  having  been  there,  I am 
sure  I would  have  been  well  repaid  for  my  time  and  money  spent. 
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